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If you are looking for ways to serve the church, the AV team is 

looking for volunteers to help out with the sound provided 

during services.  We are looking for someone for Saturday, 

(even one Saturday a month would help) the fifth Sunday at 11 

AM, and as a back up. 

No experience needed and training will be provided.  If you are interested, contact:  

Michelle at michelle@faithumcop.org. 

“A Church of Open Doors and Open Hearts” 

In 2016, I was installed as the new District Superintendent of the then called, 

“Chicago Southern District”, replacing newly elected Bishop Tracy Smith 

Malone.  This service was held at Faith United Methodist Church in Orland 

Park.  I had never visited this church before and the first person who greeted 

me was their pastor, Rev. Caleb who had been appointed to this church in 

2010 as the Lead Pastor.  I could never have predicted that my next  

appointment after leaving the cabinet would be Caleb’s replacement. 

In the short time here, I learned quickly how welcoming this church is to all 

who walk through the doors.  This is evident by a welcome center as one  

enters and a sign that says, “Welcome”. 

Allstate calls themselves “Good Neighbors” but Faith UMC is proof positive of a good 

neighbor by hosting several groups and family events within our building.  Rarely will you 

find the building not used during the week. 

And, personally, I could not have scripted a better transition between Rev. Caleb and myself.  
Forever thanks to my brother in ministry.  Also, collectively, each committee, ministry, staff, 
and volunteers have walked with me, along this new path, while loving me with the love of 
Jesus.  I truly feel blessed to be called the pastor of this faithful church and look forward to 

experiencing all that God has instore of this ministry and his servant leader. 
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Some Thoughts About September 

September always reminds me of freshly sharpened pencils. I 
love the smell of a freshly sharpened pencil. I remember in the 
days before school started getting all of my school supplies lined up and ready. Crayons had 
to be fresh, folders had to be unmarked, and pencils had to be sharpened. I was generally a 
disorganized child, by the end of the year all of my folders were bent and drawn on, and I couldn’t keep a paper 
unwrinkled to save my life, but on the first day of school, everything was in order and had its place. I envy the  
refresh that children get when they enter a new grade of school, they have the chance every September to remake 
themselves and start anew. As adults we have no clear moment in the year where we can start over. We live with 
our wrinkled papers and drawn on folders, occasionally starting on one new thing or another, but we don’t have a 
time for a collective reset like children do. I wonder what that reset might look like, especially one that was done 
together as a church. What might we see if we took a moment to look together at what we have and asked  
ourselves what needed to be reset or refreshed not only with ourselves, but within our church. Things may look 
different, things may look the same, but it may feel nice to come into church with sharpened pencils. 
 

Sunday School 

Sunday School resumes on September 17th! Sunday School is targeted to elementary 
age students, but students up to 12th grade are welcome. We will continue using Deep 
Blue’s One Room School House Curriculum this year. This fall we will be learning 
more about the story of David, Starting with the time just before David, and continuing 
through to his son Solomon. This fall we will also be trying Sunday School every  
Sunday rather than taking off the first of the month. We hope that this consistency will 
make Sundays a little bit easier on parents and allow them to be present while in the pews. Children are  
always welcome in our sanctuary whether there is Sunday School or not, but we understand that for parents,  
attending to children can sometimes be a distraction from the service, and we want to make sure that parents are 
able to worship separately from their children if they would like. 
 

Family Excursions 

We had a great time on the three family excursions to  
Memorial Park, The Little Red Schoolhouse, and Lake  
Katherine. A total of 6 families participated over the course of 
the 3 weeks, with a total of 8 different kids attending. The 
purpose of these excursions was to have a time for families to 
fellowship with one another outside of the church setting. We 
had some positive feedback, and as the year goes on I hope to 
add more way for families in our church to continue to meet and fellowship with one another. 

Family 

 Ministries 
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Fall Small Group study begins week of September 17th. 
 

We will be reading Chasing Vines by Beth Moore. It is a 6 week book study 
with a video, participant guide and book.  
Beth Moore is a well published author who writes beautifully  for adults of all  
ages and genders. 
 

“In Chasing Vines, Beth shows us from Scripture how all of life’s concerns—the delights and the trials—

matter to God. He uses all of it to help us flourish and be fruitful. Nothing is for nothing. Looking through 

the lens of Christ’s transforming teaching on the vine and branches in John 15, 

Beth gives us a panoramic view of biblical teachings on the vine, vineyards, vine 

dressing, and fruitfulness.” (Tyndall Publishers) 
 

Sign up begins September 2 and will be in the lobby or on Sign Up Genius.  
Groups with open enrollment : (all meet in church) 
 

Tuesday night at 7 PM, Room 12, leader Kitty Chapple 
Wednesday morning 10 AM, Room 12, leader Jackie Konidaris  
Wednesday night at 6pm, lead by Sally Puzon and Janice McBride   
 

More group times may be added. 
 
Book cost  Hardcover book  $3   participant guide  $9, both may be purchased for $10. 
 

If you would like to lead or co-lead a group or for more info please contact Kitty 
Chapple at ktchapple@ameritech.net 

 

Disciple Bible Study 
 

Disciple Bible Study course is a Methodist Bible study for those who want to learn more about the Old and New 
Testaments.  Cokesbury publishers say, “The study gives the Old and New Testaments equal time, emphasizing the 
wholeness of the Bible as a revelation of God. Disciple draws upon the work of scholars, the personal Bible reading 
and study of the participant, and dynamic group discussion to aid understanding of the Bible.” Church members 
who have done the Disciple class have said it took their faith to higher level. 
 

Nancy and Dale Carver will lead a Disciple 1 or 2 class this Fall, depending on the preferences of group members. 
Please email Nancy at carverdn2comcast.net for more Disciple Bible Study information.  Sign up with be held on 
9/2 , 9/3,  9/9 & 9/10 in the lobby.  Until then, you can sign up outside of room 4. 
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 Recently, I watched the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly. The   
 transformation from pinpoint egg hanging on a milkweed leaf to   
 hungry caterpillar, then wrapping itself into cocoon was amazing. 
In time a beautiful butterfly emerged.  The Monarch butterfly flew 
out into the  world flapping its lovely wings and instinctively 

danced from flower to flower.  The butterfly, the great pollinator of our good earth.    
 As Christian's the butterfly is the symbol of endurance, hope and renewal.  May we greet each day 
with strength and purpose knowing  that we are new creations with Christ.   
 

 If you need help call Pastor Conway or Bruce Person, Stephens Ministry coordinator.  
           
 "Therefore if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation. Everything  
    old has passed away; see everything has become new."  
                                                                   2 Corinthians 5:17  
        
       Spread your wings and fly with purpose.  
                                                                         ~ Nancy Duracka  

mailto:ktchapple@ameritech.net
http://carverdn2comcast.net


Worlds of DC/
Marvel 

Looking forward to 
meeting everyone 
interested in 
comics and related 
subjects at our next meeting on September 
5th from 7-8 PM.  We will share our 
personal preferences for DC or Marvel 
comics.  We'll talk about building our own 
personal collections.  If you have any special 
comics you'd like to share with the group, 
please bring it/them with you to the 
meeting.   
Question, please call or text Dave at 
708.439.4250 or Steve at 708.915.9878. 

Men of Faith United Methodist 
Men Activities for September 
2023, and beyond! 

Lake South District UMM Wednesday Night Bible 
Study: The Bible Study group is restarting on 9/6 
with 1 Kings.  We will be using the study guide, “1 
and 2 Kings” published by LifeChange.  Questions?  
Contact Dale Carver. 

Lake South District UMM Monthly Meeting: Sat-
urday, 9/9, 8:30 AM, at Wesley UMC, 201 E. 95th St, 
Chicago, 60619. Details will be provided via email the 
week prior to the event. 

Men of Faith Sunrise Breakfast: The Sunrise Break-
fast will be on Sunday, 9/10, at 7:30 AM. Breakfast 
will be provided.  We will eat breakfast, review up-
coming events, and Dale Carver will present a short 
devotional.  

Northern Illinois Conference United Methodist 
Men’s Spiritual Congress: 9/15-9/17, Williams Bay, 
Wisconsin. BE THERE! Register online at 
www.NICUMM.org .  This year’s theme is “Relevant 
Conversations.”  Major General John Borling (USAF, 
Retired) is the featured speaker.  MG Borling is an 
author and was a POW in North Vietnam for six 
years.  Transportation is available.   

Promise Keepers Breakfast: Wednesday, 9/20, 8:30 
AM at Stacks Restaurant.  Stacks is located at the cor-
ner of Harlem Avenue and 183rd Street.  Jim Sim-
mons will lead the meeting.   

Veterans Day Out: Join us October 13 for a trip 
downtown to see the view from the Willis Tower Sky 
Deck, followed by a tour of the U505 German  
submarine at the Museum of Science and Indus-
try.  Travel by tour bus and entry to both locations 
will cost $25.00 per veteran.  Lunch is NOT  
included.  There are only 20 tickets available so get 
your reservation in early.  Veterans only! (Veteran ID 
required.) Contact Dale Carver at  
veteransvoicesop@gmail.com or 762-218-7657. 
 
Questions?  Contact Dale Carver @ 762-218-7657 or 
aonemanshow@comcast.net  

Veterans Voices: Join a group of 
veterans of the armed forces of the 
United States. We support each 
other & the greater community of 

veterans in the area and the USA.  Check out 
the Veterans Voices Website: www.veterans-
voices.org . May we never forget their service 
to our country.  

Honor Flag: We raise the honor flag in honor 
of a deceased veteran. Registration forms can 
be found outside Room 4.  Contact Dale 
Carver at (762) 218-7657 or veterans-
voicesop@gmail.com for more information 

General Membership Meeting: Our next 
meeting will be Thursday, 9/7, 7 PM, at the 
Orland Park Veterans Building, 15045 S. West 
Ave., Orland Park.  Greg Wiza, the Program 
Outreach Coordinator for the Vet Center on 
159th Street will be our guest.  Greg will speak 
to us about his organization’s mission and op-
eration, and services available to veterans at 
the Vet Center.     

Veteran Voices is now a 501c3 charitable 
organization. All contributions will be tax 
deductible.  100% of all contributions will go 
to veterans in need, veterans’ support organi-
zations, and veterans’ activities.   

Questions?  Contact Gary Lang  
                 @ 708-638-5213. 
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Pastoral Emergency 
Fund 

Objective: Provide 
monetary assistance to 
our neighbors in need. 
 

Background: Faith 
currently has a designated fund that provides bill 
assistance and gift cards to our neighbors who express 
need. By donating to the Pastoral Emergency Fund, your 
resources will be used by Faith’s pastor to assist with 
bill payments and gift card assistance. 
 

How to help: You can donate to the Pastoral Emergency 
Fund by mailing a check to Faith United Methodist 
Church, 15101 S. 80th Ave., Orland Park, IL 60462. 
Please make checks payable to Faith United Methodist 
Church. In the memo line of the check write Pastoral 
Emergency Fund for your donation to be used towards 
bill assistance. Or, in the memo line of the check write 
Pastoral Emergency Fund - Gift Cards if you would like 
for your donation to be used to purchase gift cards for 
assistance.  
 

You will be credited on your giving statements for 
donations to the Pastor Emergency Fund. 
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A big thank you for everyone who supported the Tee Up for Youth event on 

August 6th. We had a wonderful day & so far, our profits are $13113.73.  We had 

24 golfers at White Mountain Golf Course & 71 mini golfers at Tinley Junction.  

We also had 130 people back at the church to enjoy a delicious pizza dinner. 

There were 91 silent auction items to bid on. The children & adults alike enjoyed 

the magician, Jim Austin. We had numerous monetary donors & businesses that 

supported this event. See the list below of the wonderful businesses that either 

donated items or gave a monetary donation to make our event successful. Please give them your business & 

thank them for supporting Faith UMC. 

Linda Bitzer & Sandy Ward  

Co-Chairs, Tee Up for Youth 

Please read the following list & give these 
businesses your support. 
2023 Tee Up Business Sponsors:   
 
Barraco’s - 15601 S Harlem Ave, Orland Park  
Chicago Wolves 

Colonial Chapel - 15225 S. 73rd Ave., Orland Park  

Crana Services - 13011 Grant Rd., Lemont 

Donegal Services - 13011 Grant Rd., Lemont 

Echo Global Logistics - 600 W. Chicago Ave.#725, 
Chicago 

Ed & Joe’s - 17332 Oak Park Ave. Tinley Park 

Elmhurst Chicago Stone - 400 W. First St., Elmhurst 

Fine Home Builders - 215 E. Hickory, Lombard 

HHH Ranch – Manhattan, IL 

Hienie’s McCarthy’s - 9869 W 143rd St, Orland Park                                                                                                                                                       

IL Railway Museum - Union, IL   

Litgen Concrete                                                                                                                                                               

Meijer – Orland Park, IL 

Mid American Water - 1500 Mountain St., Aurora  

Multiple Concrete Accessories Corp. 

Northlight Theater 

Nothing Bundt Cakes - 14360 LaGrange Rd., Orland 
Park 

Original Pancake House – Orland Park, IL 

Pediatric Oncology Treasure Chest Foundation 

Pro Tech Roofing – Des Plaines, IL 

U.S. Equipment Sales & Rental - 13011 Grant Rd., 
Lemont  

Vequity Construction, LLC 

Which Wich - 14934 South La Grange Road, Orland 
Park  

White Mountain Recreation Center & Golf Shop - 
9901 179th St, Tinley Park  

Windy City Bulls 
Zanies Comedy Nite Club - 1548 N. Wells, Chicago  

                 UPCOMING 
FELLOWSHIP & SINGLES EVENTS 
 

Sunday, September 17 @ 12:30 PM.  Church Picnic Day, Join us at Union Creek 

Park on 80th Avenue in Tinley Park.  (3 playgrounds and restrooms available and 

plenty of parking) Watch for flyers about this event…  

                        *nancyclemenson@gmail.com or 309.337.9174  

Southwest Suburban CROP Hunger Walk 

The Southwest Suburban CROP Hunger Walk will be sponsoring its annual 1M walk/run around Lake Katherine 
on Sunday October 8, 2023 at 2:00 PM.   Lake Katherine is located at 7402 Lake Katherine Dr. Palos Heights, 
IL.  Wanted: walkers willing to raise money for their walk and supporters willing to donate money to CROP.  To 
make a donation or sign up to walk it is recommended to use: 

 https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2023/event/palosparkil.   
“We walk because they walk” and “Ending Hunger one step at a time” are the slogans used to promote the 
CROP Hunger Walk.  Contact Jim Simmons at (708) 334-6189 / jwsimengr@comcast.net if you need additional 
information on this event. 
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If you are excited about watching, “The Chosen” or 

just curious about it, why don’t you join our small 

group.  They currently meet on the first and third Mondays of the month.    There are some 

exceptions to this around any holiday - check with the group.  The group meets at 6 PM.  

Bring your own soft drink and a snack to share.  You will watch an episode and then have a 

lively conversation! 

If you have any questions, contact : Diane Barnett at 708.651.0365. 

   Discover                                  Reacquaint   

Ministry Fair 

Sunday, September 24th at 10:00 AM in Fellowship 
Hall 

New or returning to Faith UMC? Wondering what  
Programs we offer and how you can become involved?  
Everyone is welcome to browse the displays of Faith’s 
ministries, programs and committees.  Let the Ministry 
Fair introduce you to how Faith’s programs can be a 
part of your life.  Discover BIG or small ways you can 
participate in groups, volunteer your talents, time or 
both – talk with committee & group leaders…find your 
niche - Discover Faith UMC! 
Have you ever said: 

“I’d like to join a group, it sounds interesting but 

where do I go for more information?” 

 Visit the Ministry Fair! Group members will be 

available to answer your questions. 

“I’d like to help, but how?  Who can I talk to?”  
  Group leadership will be at each station to  

answer all your questions.   

“I work crazy hours…how could I possibly help?”  
 Let leadership help find the right group for you!  
Not all groups meet on a regular basis. 
 There are groups that meet just several times per 

year, or only in the mornings/evenings. 

“Oh, I’ve already done that…”   

 If so, how about starting a “new” group with 
something Faith doesn’t offer.   
 Possibilities are endless!! 

Join us September 24th at 10am; wander through the 
displays-find new interests, regenerate old! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 

The shoeboxes are back!!  Faith is 

once again partnering with Opera-

tion Christmas Child to pack shoe-

boxes for children in need through-

out the world.  In lieu of an in person 

packing party, we will instead encourage you to take a 

box (or boxes) home to fill and then return them to the 

church.  Boxes can be filled with school supplies, soap, 

towel or washcloth, basic personal hygiene items and 

small toys.  

 

Boxes will be available for pick up in the church lobby 

on the weekends of October 7/8, 14/15, and 21/22.  We 

kindly ask that you fill the boxes and return them to 

the church lobby on October 28/29.  Inside each box, 

you will find specific instructions detailing how to 

pack a shoebox along with a list of suggested items to 

include in your boxes.  Shipping costs are $10/box.  If 

you would like to pay for shipping, please include $10 

inside your box.   

If you don’t want to shop but would like to donate the 
cost of filling a box and/or donate the shipping fee, we 
will gladly take your donation. Contact Kim Clifton 
for more information, kim.clifton@sbcglobal.net or 
708.906.4365. 

Faith Matters 
September 2023  

Interested in becoming a member 
of Faith UMC? Now is your 
chance to sign up for the member-
ship class being held on Tuesday, 

September 19 at 6:30 p.m. The sign up sheet is at the 
Welcome Center. The class includes Christianity 101, 
Methodist church history 101 and local church history. 
Child care can be arranged if needed. The class takes 
about two hours. We also serve refreshments! New 
members will be received into the church at services 
September 23 and 24 at the service you normally attend. 
If you have questions, please contact Nancy Clemenson 
(309.337.9174) or Michelle Warszalek (708.334.9517).  

The Chosen 

mailto:kim.clifton@sbcglobal.net


If you're still wondering what our 
RaiseRight program is all about, please 
stop by our table in the church lobby 
between services on Sundays. I would be 
happy to explain how buying gift cards 
helps fund our adult and youth mission 
trips. A list of all the cards we offer can be 
picked up at the table. Your support is 
greatly appreciated! 

Blessings, 

Genie Lang 
RaiseRight 
Coordinator 

 
Tai Chi: 
Meetings 
at the church on Mondays 
& Wednesdays, 10:30 – 
11:30 AM.  

Call Bill Grizzle for more 
information. 

708-636-5330. 
 

“Witness to 
Fitness” meets 
Monday, 
Wednesday & 
Friday, at 9:00 AM 
for exercise, 
fellowship and 
walking class.   

            God Bless !!   

Faith United 
Methodist 
Church is a 
church family 
dedicated to 
bringing people  
to Jesus Christ 
through 
worship, 
education, 
mission, and 
fellowship. 

If you're having a great year with your garden, Operation Blessing would 
love to take your tomatoes, zucchini, etc., off your hands. They love to give 
out fresh produce to their food pantry families. You can't get any fresher 
than right from the garden! They are happy to take your extra produce and  
redirect it to a needy family. Please call before you go to make sure some-
one will be there to accept your donation. Their address is 4901 W.128th 
Place in Alsip. The phone number is 708-597-6326. Thank you! 

Together We Cope is still working on the fire damage their building suffered last fall. When they are able to move 
back into their building, the Missions Committee will be asking our congregation to help restock their food pantry. 
We will begin collecting one food item once a month like we have done in the past. We will still be asking you to 
also continue to donate food items to our own Micro Pantry.  
 

We would like to thank Kitty Chapple for shopping for the Micro Pantry the month of July, and thank you to Kim 
and Hailey O'Connor and Linda Bitzer for shopping for the month of August. We really appreciate you helping us 
keep the Micro Pantry stocked. If you would like to help shop for the pantry for one week or one month, please 
contact Genie Lang (708-638-8461). You will receive a $100 Walmart gift card to purchase food items for each 
week you shop. I would be happy to answer any questions you may have. Thank you! 
Blessings,   
 Genie Lang,  

Faith Matters 
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Deadlines 

Please forward all articles/information/photos for the 

monthly newsletter and for the Sunday bulletin to: 

faith@faithumcop.org.  The deadline for all newsletter 

articles is noon the 15th of each month; the deadline 

for the bulletin information is Wednesday at noon. Be 

certain to indicate if the news is for the bulletin and/or 

the newsletter. 

Faith United Methodist  Church 

15101 South 80th Avenue  

Orland Park, IL  60462 

708.444.8560 

E-mail: faith@faithumcop.org 
 

*************************** 

Saturday Service: Blended - 4 PM 

Sunday Services: Traditional - 9:00 AM 

Contemporary - 11:00 AM 

Nursery - 9:00 AM & 11:00 AM 
 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Thursday:  8:30 AM —3:00 PM 

Friday 8:30 AM—12:00 PM 
 

Jacques Conway: Pastor 

Beth Ridderhoff, Director of Music  

 Jamie Meehan, Director of Family Ministries 

Jim Sandberg: Director of Congregational Care 

Sally Puzon: Office Manager 

 Sandy Ward:  Program Coordinator    

Michelle Babics: Director of AV  Ministries 

 Rolf Moan: Choir Director  

Renee Powers: Custodian 
 

Please submit newsletter articles by the 15th of each 

month.  Articles can be  e-mailed, or submitted in  

MS WORD format. 

Nursery Help Needed 
 
 

We are in need of a team of 

volunteers to help occasionally 

when one of our attendants is ill or 

on vacation.  We want to ensure 

that our nursery is able to offer an 

excellent, inviting, and safe environment for our 

youngest children.  Volunteers need to have attended a 

Safe Sanctuary class within the past 3 years.  If you 

are willing to assist occasionally with this important 

job for Sunday services or have questions, please 

contact Kathy Broadhurst at (708) 535-3591. 

Strategic Goals 
 

Bless Children & Youth   

Deepen Discipleship  

Broaden Missional Impact 

Check out our website: www.faithumcop.org.  

Attn: All committee chairs should review their web page 

information to ensure accuracy of information. Provide 

updates to Michelle Babics (Michelle@faithumcop.org). 

Faith Matters 
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Come Worship With Us! 
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Please keep our homebound in your thoughts and prayers:                                                                              
Nancy Jeutter, Garnet Suhs, Mario Vergara, Doreen Wardell 
 
Please lift up in your prayers: 
For people of Maui/Lahaina who lost so much due to the awful fires. 
For neighbors in Chicago & around the world impacted by gun violence 
For people of Ukraine and all parts of the world torn apart by war 
For healthcare workers, first responders, police officers, & fire fighters 
For all who struggle with sadness and depression 
 
 
For Health & Healing:  
Al Anderson 
Al Januszewski 
Barbara Kellogg 
Beverly Dowdle prayers for Debbie & Daryl 
Bill Grizzle 
Bob Fulton 
Carole, Chuck and Steve Kreuz 
Debbi Sumner prayers for cousin Jan 
Debbi Sumner prayers for friend Diane  
Dolores Genis 
Don Edgren 
Doris Fenton 
Greg & Lorie Bradach prayers for grandson Felix born prematurely 
Greg Brudnicki 
Harold Deneka 
Herb & Carmen Mohn 
Jackie Konidaris prayers for friend Paul & Tony 
Jan Haberichter prayers for friend Glen Short 
Jerry Schleeter 
Jim Kough 
Kathy Drechsel 
Kevin Palmer prayers for mother Maureen & brother Tim 
Marla Smith prayers for nephew Tim 
Maury Junod 
Meriellen Anderson 
Michelle Babics prayers for friend Kristina 
Nancy Clemenson prayers for cousin Judy  
Ron Drechsel 
The Gruetzmachers prayers for cousin Lysander (a preemie) 
Vanessa Leon 
Wendy Koch 
 
Condolences:  
Prayers for the family of Doug Bolin who passed on 8/17. 
 

Joys: 
CONGRATS TO PASTOR CAITLYN & NATE!  
OF BABY GIRL AISLING JO NESBIT! 
BORN ON 8/20/2023 AT 7:21 PM  
"HEALTHY AND SINGING" 
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Please check with the office or the committee chair 
for exact times and locations.  See our website for 
other, regularly scheduled events & meetings. 

September 2023 

September 

 

Be sure to check bulletin for any changes 

and/or additions to the events listed here. 

 

September 
 

  4      Labor Day office closed 

9 /10   Kick off Weekend 

  11     The Chosen 6 PM 

           O’Green 7:30 PM 

  12      Botanical Gardens 

           DC/Marvel Comics 7 PM 

  14     Trustees 7 PM 

  16     Tankful Thursday Picnic 

  17     Church Picnic 

  18     The Chosen 6 PM 

  19      Small Groups Begin 

  21     Finance 7 PM (Zoom) 

  24     Ministry Fair 


