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    Creativity.  Flexibility.  Perseverance.  These are the words I 
    use to describe Faith UMC in 2021.  In the midst of   
    denominational conflict and worldwide pandemic ï our  
    church family found creative ways to carry on the ministry of Jesus Christ.   
 

    Creativity ï In 2021, Faith took huge steps in our online ministry.  We updated 
software and hardware.  We trained and retrained our AV team.  Most importantly, in July 2021, we hired Rev. 
Josh Bailey-Green as our Director of Audio-Visual and Web Ministries, who will help us develop these areas of 
ministry.  Every now and then, homebound (or mobility challenged) members ask me if weôre going to stop 
livestreaming services once the pandemic ends.  I respond that online ministry is one of the ways we connect with 
members and reach out into the mission field.  I assure them that we will continue this vital ministry. 
In 2021, the pandemic forced us to adjust how we did ministry.  After a year of no VBS (in 2020), Miss Kim 
developed the ñSuper Spy Kids Take-Home Vacation Bible Schoolò this summer.  This winter, Miss Kim moved 
Santa outside for a second year of ñSanta Drive Thruò to safely bless children and families in our congregation 
and local community.   
 

Of course, the challenges also impacted ministries with adults.  Many adults were disconnected and isolated from 
everyone else since March 2020.  In response, Faith prepared (and delivered) Christmas packages to our entire 
church family in 2020.  This included fun goodies (like reindeer food) but also communion elements.  This Easter 
(2021), we delivered Easter packages to our entire church family.  This time, packages included items such as 
handmade crosses, jellybeans, and communion elements. 
 

Flexibility ï One of the biggest challenges of 2021 was adjusting to the reappointment of Pastor Caitlyn in July.  In 
addition to overseeing youth ministry and congregational care, Pastor Caitlyn was a regular preacher and worship 
leader.  Our Staff Pastor Parish Committee worked hard over the past year to reconfigure our church staff team.  On 
July 1, they hired Rev. Josh Bailey-Green as our Director of AV & Web Ministries.  At the same time, they 
reconfigured the job description for Miss Kim (our Director of Childrenôs Ministry) and hired her as our new 
Director of Family Ministry, which includes youth ministry.  On November 1, Faith hired Dr. Jim Sandberg as our 
Director of Congregational Care.   
 

In addition to these planned staff changes, there was more work for the SPPRC to do.  In September, our SPPRC 
expanded the job description of Beth Ridderhoff (our Director of Contemporary Worship) to include organist/choir 
accompanist responsibilities.  As of mid-September, Bethôs new title is Director of Music Ministry.  Currently, the 
SPPRC is working to hire a new Office Manager.  Thank you to our amazing SPPRC for your flexibility and 
faithfulness this past year. 
 

Perseverance ï It has been challenging and tiring year.  Many of us (including myself) are physically, mentally, 
and spiritually drained.  However, we found ways to persevere and adjust to our ever-changing circumstances.  We 
have helped each other keep our eyes focused on Jesus and his call to love God and 
serve one another.  Throughout the year, our Church Council and Safety Team 
guided us in the ways we can safely reopen our facility and restart ministries.  Itôs 
been a series of two steps forward and one step back, but Faith has always kept our 
church familyôs physical health and well-being as our top priority.   

As a result, weôve experienced unexpected blessings in the midst of the 
pandemic.  For example, we had a lot of baptism.  Specifically, we baptized 16 
infants & children from November 2020 to November 2021!  We baptized babies in 
our Memorial Garden.  We baptized twins in a familyôs home.  The other baptisms 
were in the sanctuary after Sunday morning services.   
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All baptisms were livestreamed.  All baptisms were shown in worship services the following weekend so that the 
congregation could take our vows to love and nourish the faith of little ones.   
So, where are we going in 2022?   
One answer is ï I donôt know.  Who knows what weôll experience in 2022?   
On the other hand, our larger mission is clear.  We will make disciples of Jesus Christ by blessing children & 
youth, deepening discipleship, and broadening our missional impact.  We will bring people to Jesus through 
Worship, Education, Mission, and Fellowship.  We will be a church of substance (not only style) ï who loves 
God and neighbors, not only with words alone, but with concrete actions and impactful partnerships.     
   

Christmas Season 
For many people, Christmas ends at the end of December 25.  Historically, Christmas is a 12-day season that 
runs from Christmas Day (Dec 25) until Epiphany (Jan 6).  So, hereôs what you can look forward to during the 
Christmas season at Faith. 
 

On Sunday, December 26, weôll gather @ 10:00 AM for a Service of Lessons & Carols.  Weôll celebrate 
Christmas by reading and singing Christmas scriptures and songs. 
 

On Saturday, January 1, Iôll lead a New Yearôs Day service @ 10:00 AM.  This is an opportunity to kick off 
the new year with a simple service of worship and prayers.   
 

On Sunday, January 2, weôll gather @ 10:00 AM for a Wesleyan Covenant Service renewing our commitment 
as followers of Jesus Christ. 
 

On Sunday, January 9, weôll resume our regular worship service times (Saturday @ 4:00 PM and Sunday @ 
9:00 & 11:00 AM) with an invitation to use our gifts for ministry.  Then, weôll kick off our New Year sermon 
series, ñThe Bible 101ò followed by ñThe Bible 201.ò   
 

Hereôs the January 2022 preaching schedule. 
 

January 1  New Yearôs Day Service @ 10 AM 
January 2  Wesleyan Covenant Service @ 10 AM 
January 8 & 9  A Call to Faithfulness  (resume regular service times) 
January 15 & 16 Bible 101: Old Testament        
January 22 & 23 Bible 101: New Testament       
January 29 & 30 Bible 201: The Bible & Violence     
 

Thank Youôs 
December was a full month of ministry at Faith.  In addition to having our 2021 Church Conference (11/28) 
with District Superintendent, Rev. Jacques Conway, we had a Special Church Conference (12/5).  We hosted 
the Santa Drive Thru for children and families eager to visit with Santa (12/4) and the Blue Christmas service 
to comfort those who struggle during the holiday season (12/12).  We hosted 2 funeral services to comfort our 
church families in their time of grief.  Youth gathered for a Gingerbread House Building Contest (12/10).  
Children gathered for Sunday School classes and parties.  Most significantly, we were able to gather for 3 
Christmas Eve services on December 24.  This was a season full of celebration and hope.   
 

Praise God for our amazing church staff and volunteers.  Praise God for all of our committee chairs and ministry 
team leaders.  Praise God for YOU ï for all of your prayers and support of our ministries.  I look forward to 
growing with you in 2022. 

 

Pastor Caleb 

Offering Envelopes 
 

Pick up your 2022 offering envelopes in the lobby 
today. They are arranged alphabetically. If you do 
not see your name, please fill out the sheet & you 
will receive your envelopes the next Sunday.  

CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ Ϸ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
November 30, 2021 
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       Worship Services 
 

Church In Person Services: You 
should sign-up to attend on our 
website (faithumcop.org). This allows 
us to provide contact tracing.   
 

Due to there being no use of our nursery, 
the final weekend for Saturday nursery 
care during the 4 p.m. church service will 
be January 15/16.  This decision will be 
revisited if the need arises.   We will continue to 
offer nursery care for both services each Sunday.   

Updated safety guidelines can be found on our 
website & Facebook.  

 

 

You can also join our 
livestreamed worship service on 
Sunday @ 9:00 AM.  You can 
find the links on our website 
(www.faithmcop.org). You can 

also view the service at any time later on Facebook or 
YouTube. 
 

The Faith Matters newsletter is now 
available in the footer of every page on the 
website. Simply scroll to the bottom of the 
page and click on Faith Matters in the footer. 

Strategic Goals 
 

Bless Children & Youth   
Deepen Discipleship  

Broaden Missional Impact 

Applications for Office 
Manager Position  
 

Faith UMC is seeking to fill 
this position.  It is a part time 
position requiring a 30 hour per week work 
commitment. The salary starts at $23k per year. The 
work schedule for this position is ideal for a stay-at-
home parent. Please forward all applications and 
inquiries to the church office at 
faith@faithumcop.org.  

This is a 5 day/week position: Mon ï Thursday,  
8:30 AM ï 3:30 PM & Friday, 8:30 AM ï 12:30 PM.   
 

If you have any questions about the job, you can 
contact Linda at faith@faithumcop.org. She would be 
glad to answer all your questions.  

Thank you for your generous 

gifts to our church staff.  We all 

appreciate your generosity.          

Worship Time Changes 
 

Every year Pastor Caleb leads a 
New Yearôs Day service on 
January 1.  This is an 
opportunity for us to kick off the 
new year with worship.  The format is simple.  
There are no additional music nor AV staff present.  
He will lead this New Yearôs Day service on 
Saturday, January 1 at 10:00 AM. 
 

On Sunday, January 2, we will gather for a single 
worship service at 10:00 AM.  Please note these 
special worship times on your calendar. 

New Members Class  
 

We will have another new member 
class sometime in the Spring, 
2022. If you are interested, sign-up 
at the welcome Center. For 
questions call Gwen Svoboda  
(708-743-4610) or Nancy 
Clemenson (309-337-9174). 

Unhanging of the Greens 
 

On Sunday, 1/9 after the 11 AM 
service, about 12:15 PM, we will 
be undecorating the church. We 
would appreciate all help we can 
get. Many hands make fast work. 
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What an amazing holiday season!  The kids at Faith had lots of opportunities for fun.  

Even with his super busy schedule Santa was able to come visit us in early December.  

He brought his big bag of gifts and some of his elves.  Each child received a special gift 

from Santa.  Did you know that some of our kids told us that they were on the Naughty 

List?!?! (GASP!!) 

In addition to a visit from Santa, our youth group participated in a very competitive 

gingerbread house decorating contest.  They chose to participate in teams or as 

individuals.  Some created a village while others decided to decorate only one house.  

The entire room smelled like sugar as kids chose from 15 different types of candy to build their houses.  Votes 

were tabulated by secret ballot and the top three houses received gift card prizes.  It was so much fun! We 

canôt wait until next yearôs competition. 

Kids in Sunday School dressed in their jammies for our annual Happy Birthday Jesus Pajama Party.  We 

celebrated the birth of our savior with games, crafts and lots of fun.  Kids received gifts in honor of Jesusô 

birthday and everyone had the chance to find surprises in the Saran Ball game.   

Although the holiday season is officially over, we are looking forward to many more fun events 

and activities with the kids. 

Sunday School:  Sunday School meets between services on Sunday morning from 10:15-11am.  

(Note, there is no Sunday School on the first Sunday of the month). 

                   Kim Clifton, Director of Family Ministries 

Family Ministries!    


