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Editorial 
   
Out thanks go out to the following for their 
support of the UBL in 2009-2010.  This 
seminary could not operate without your 
assistance: 

American Baptist Churches 
Bryn Mawr Presbytery 

Connexio  
E. Missionwerk, Germany 
ICCO & Kerkie-en-Actie 

International Christian Scholarship Foundation 
Mission 21 Switzerland 
NMZ Mission Europe 

Presbyterian Churches U.S.A. 
United Church of Canada 

United Methodist Church of England 
United Methodist Church U.S.A. 

World Council of Churches 
Individuals throughout the world 

 
Becky Harrell, Missionary (UMC 15141Z) 
General Board of Global Ministries 
The United Methodist Church 

 
UBL life… 

 
Vision impaired student, Blanca of Honduras, 
receives her Video-Magnifier and uses it in class 
(donated by Mt. Pisgah UMC, Virginia and Ingleside 
UMC, Texas).  She will return to Honduras to open a 
theological study site for the disabled with the 
assistance of the Presbyterian Church of Honduras. 
(with Blanca are, Sandy Wilder UMC SWTX Annual 
Conference GBGM Secretary; American Baptist 
Missionary and UBL Professor Ruth Mooney, rt) 

 

World Cup 
Why theology and not 

soccer? 

 
In the air worldwide is talk of “futbol” or 
soccer as The World Cup is in play.   The 
following thoughts were written by student Juan 
Antonio Timpson of Limon, Costa Rica on why 
he gave up professional soccer to study 
theology at the UBL. 

 
Why theology and not futbol?  When I 
ask myself that question, the answer 
has given birth from within.  Days ago 
when I received notice I would be 
accepted to study theology, there also 
came the invitation to play 
professional soccer.   
 
I don’t want to be separated from my 
refuge of soccer…it has kept me from 
falling victim to drugs and bad 
choices; it has given me much 
happiness and little sadness.  It is 
difficult to separate me from soccer as 
it has practically been my life since 
my youth.  Soccer has been a sport 
that has never brought anything bad 
into my life.   
 
But months ago I began to hear a 
voice that said “do not fear because of 
your decision, I will not abandon 
you.”    (continued next column) 

World Cup…why theology and not 
soccer?  …(continued)  
 
That phrase rolled through my mind 
day and night, and although I didn’t 
understand it, after I received both 
invitations, I knew the choice I made 
would mark my future.  I believe my 
decision to study theology was a 
difficult choice to make.   
 
Playing professional soccer was my 
dream, it was my all.  But I have 
opted for something very different.  I 
believe there is theology in “futbol”, 
just as artists believe there is 
theology in the things they love, 
musicians sense theology in music, I 
know in one form or another, there is 
theology in soccer as well. 
 
I have made a good choice, because 
in studying theology I will know 
God.  In soccer I have known God.  I 
have no regrets in giving up my 
dream to study theology.  God is 
pleased with me, because I have 
chosen well.  I have great memories 
of time with the ball in the field... 
 
By Juan Antonio Timpson 
Limon, Costa Rica 
Student-UBL 
May 2010 
 

Student Scholarship Fund 
Your gifts help the UBL provide free 
studies, housing and food for our 
foreign students or Costa Rican 
students that live far from San Jose, 
like Juan.  Students provide their 
travel costs.  Help students like Juan 
Antonio by giving: 

 
Give Online Securely at 

http://secure.gbgm-
umc.org/donations/advance/donate.cfm?id=3013497

&code=10247B 
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Individual  
Volunteers‐in‐Mission 

 

 
Volunteer Madeline Hart-Andersen of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
Minneapolis, Minnesota is volunteering 
prior to service with the Peace Corps. 

 
St. James United Methodist Church 
Montgomery, Alabama supporting Amanda 
Leonard as VIM to the UBL. 
 
Join a Work/Study Team  

If you are interested in joining a  team or 
bringing an additional team,  

Contact us at  
becky.dap@gmail.com 

2010 
July 10-18 2010 

Louisiana Conference UMC  
VIM Team 

July 30 – Aug 8 2010 
FUMC Lewisville, Texas 

VIM Team 
September 9-15 2010 

University of Hannover-Germany 
 Study Group  

 
2011 

Feb 10-18 2011 
Rose City Park UMC- Oregon 

VIM Team 
Feb 19-26 2011 

Louisiana Conference 
Mike Owensby-Team Leader 

March 19-26 2011 
Marshall University 

Study Group 
March 29-April 13  2011 

Oregon Work Team 
Chuck & Betty Pritchard Leaders 

June 2011 
Jarrett Workteam-Illinois 

TEAMS NEEDED IN 2011 
Construction of Student Family 

Housing 
 
 

Students from near and 
far…. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Advance  #10247B Scholarships 

 Or 
 Advance  #09139A General Programs  

donate online at http://secure.gbgm-
umc.org/donations/advance/donate.cfm?id=3013497

&code=10247B  
 

Donate:  Through your local 
Presbyterian Church  

 
 And note: E344202  
Or donate online at 

http://www.pcusa.org/give/online/default.jsp 

UMC 
Primetimers  

 

 
Primetimers experiences offer 
older adults opportunities for 
educational forums, cross-
cultural exposure, faith-filled 
reflections, and greater exposure 
to the work of The United 
Methodist Church and the church 
universal. 
 

 
Primetimers Visit to UBL 

May 2010 

 


