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From the Church Mouse 
What a pleasure and joy to be able to give thanks!  We are offered                           

opportunities to give God thanks and praise for the gift of Jesus Christ as                    

we assemble each week for worship.  We can lift prayers of thanks for how 

we are blessed by the abundance that surrounds us.  Often what our sisters 

and brothers in Christ have done for us prompts us to thank not only them, but also our Lord who 

gathers us together.            

Thank you for all the ways you have been a blessing and 

especially in the last several weeks.  Your continued prayers 

have surrounded me as I prepared for surgery in December 

and as I recover.  A flood of greeting cards have arrived ï 

with no duplicates, I think.  Many of you have asked about 

how I am doing as I heal and also inquired about the course of 

treatment ahead.  Several have offered transport to the 

University of Chicago when I can no longer drive myself. 

Thank you for your many kindnesses at Christmas, including 

a financial gift, lots of delicious goodies, and many 

remembrances and well wishes.  Thank you for remembering 

our family in these many ways. 

Thank you for your steadfastness in the past months as we 

have engaged in doing church in a different way ï itôs 

somewhat unusual for most of us to worship in a movie  

        
                                               (Continued on page 2) 

 

INSIDE 

ß Christmas Eve Service  

ß Haiti Relief  

ß UMW News  

ß Youth News - God Squad 

ß Prayer Requests 

ß Birthdays 

ß Announcements  

ß Endowment Fund 

Procedure Change  

ß More!  

 

 



F A I T H  M A T T E R S  P A G E  2  

 

2009 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT CALVARY  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

theater; but not unknown in the history of the many congregations that have gathered in funeral homes, 

school buildings, public halls, even non-memberôs homes.  Perhaps it has been a good transition for us 

as we leave familiar ways of doing things and prepare for engaging in ministry from a new church 

home.  It has helped me to think about what is the truly important work of being the church, about 

what we have done merely because ñwe have always done it that way,ò and about the future we are 

building as Faith United Methodist Church. 

So, Thank you, Thank you, Thank you. 

On a personal note ï I have begun seven weeks of five day a week radiation treatments at the 

University of Chicago Hospital.  The doctors have alerted me that the side effects may be significant 

enough to affect how much I am able to work, both during and after the treatments.  Please keep me in 

prayer. 
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   UNITED METHODIST WOMEN                

 

A new year and a new decade are underway, and now that East and West are one it seems like an 

appropriate time to invite all the women of Faith UMC to check out UMW.  UMW is open to all women 

who are interested in mission and the welfare of women and children.  We hold 4 unit meetings a year, 3 

fundraisers (for mission), and at least one project (usually at Christmas) where we collect things for 

people in need.  You can belong to one of our 4 circles.  Circles usually meet monthly, some year round, 

and some take the summer off.  Circles are a great place to make new friends.  Our circles are: 

Eve - Women with young adult children. Meets: first Friday of the month, 7 p.m.                                     

Contact:  Sandy Snow  (284-0028) 

Lydia  - Young women, single and married.  Lydia is not currently meeting; however, if you are 

interested contact:  Amanda Steenvoorden (949-8367)   

Mary  - Older women.  Meets:  last Tuesday of the month, 12 noon.                                                     

Contact:  Betty Aspel (349-2767) 

Sarah ï Working and recently retired women.  Meets:  Third Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m.          

Contact:  Beverly Carriel (349-9211). 

If you and/or your friends have a special topic or interest that deals with women and children and would 

like to start a new circle, please contact JoEllen Simmons.     

If circles are not your thing, you can be a member-at-large.  Basically, this means you can be as active 

as you want, come to as many things as you want without attending monthly meetings. Our first Unit 

meeting this year will be Quiet Day on February 20th at East Campus (9:00 a.m.).  In the past, Quiet 

Day has been held on Ash Wednesday, but to enable more women to attend we changed it to the 

following Saturday.  Quiet Day is a time for personal reflection; but it is also a time for good food, good 

fellowship, and a stimulating program.  Hope you will join us. 

March 28th with be our Palm Sunday Bake Sale.  This is the only fundraiser we have been able to plan 

so far for this year.  For those who bake, please bring something to church that Sunday to share.  For 

those who donôt, please come prepared to buy.  We are in need of a chair for this event.  If you can spare 

a little time for UMW to help plan the Bake Sale, please contact JoEllen Simmons (301-6189) 

We hope all the women of the church will mark April 17th on their calendars.  UMW is sponsoring (our 

2nd Unit meeting of 2010) a High Tea.  We hope you will invite your daughters, granddaughters, and 

friends.   More details to come. 

Submitted by: 

JoEllen Simmons 

 



Youth News 
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ñCookies With Santaò 

Once again this year we hosted ñCookies With Santaò.  We want to thank all of the people who 

helped in any way to put this wonderful event in motion for the children of our church and their 

extended families.  The children had so much fun playing games, doing crafts, hearing the 

nativity story and visiting with Santa. 

 

 

  

Ash Wednesday Service 

The beginning of the season of Lent falls this year on February 17.  We know this as 

Ash Wednesday, a day of introspection as we encounter our own mortality and we con-

fess our sin before God within the community of faith.  It is an appropriate time for the 

congregation to gather for worship and to look forward to the forty days of preparation 

during Lent. 

Our Ash Wednesday service will be held at the East Campus building, 5400 W. 159th in 

Oak Forest, starting at 7 pm.  As the faithful of the ages have done, we will signify our 

penitence with ashes.  We also will share in Holy Communion to help us remember 

Christ's sacrifice and to connect with Jesus' Last Supper.  This service helps set the tone 

for the entire forty days of Lent and we pray that you will use this means of grace to 

nourish your soul. 

GOD SQUAD MEETINGS  

 

February 9th, 16th, and 23rd  

6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.  
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Scripture Readings for the 

Month 
 

 

 

 

 

 

February 7, 5th Sunday after Epiphany 

ß 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

ß Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13) 

ß Luke 5:1-11 

ß Psalm 138 

 

February 14, Transfiguration Sunday 

ß 2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2 

ß Exodus 34:29-35 

ß Luke 9:28-36 (37-43) 

ß Psalm 99 

 

February 21, 1st Sunday of Lent 

ß Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

ß Luke 4:1-13 

ß Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 

ß Romans 10:8b-13 

 

February 28, 2nd Sunday of Lent 

ß Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

ß Luke 13:31-35 

ß Philippians 3:17 - 4:1 

ß Psalm 27 

  

March 7, 3rd Sunday of Lent 

ß Isaiah 55:1-9  

ß 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

ß Luke 13:1-9 

ß Psalm 63:1-8 

 

 

Wednesday Night Study Group  

February, 2010 - brown bag dinner at 6:00 p.m. 

The class is from 6:30-8:00 p.m.         

Facilitator - Ralph Bechtold                    

ñHistory of Christian Theologyò            

Auditory course presented by Phillip Cary,  

PhD in Philosophy and Religious Studies.    

The book will cost approximately $5.00.       

The course surveys major developments in the 

history of Christian theology using critical 

reasoning about teaching the faith of Christ. 

February topics:   

3rd - What is Theology? (Identity of Jesus 

Christ)                                                            

10th - Early Christian Proclamation (What is 

distinctive about Christian worship?)           

17th - Pauline Eschatology (Teaching about 

ñthe endò)                                                      

24th - Synoptic Gospels (Who is Jesus?) 

Sign up at the reception table or call the church 

office.  

Youth readers for the following months:  

February:  Collin Graniczny                             

Phone:  708.408.7684                                            

March:  Jana Kubicki                                  

Phone:  708.337.2300                                                

April:  Amanda Pekau                                 

Phone:  708.218.0545                                            

 



 

SHEPHERDõS MINISTRY  

New Prayer Concerns: 

For Pastor Bob, as he recovers from surgery                                                                         

For Jan Shaulis recovering from a heart procedure, but with concerns for hypertension                                                                                                    

For Dodieôs mother, recovering from surgery for a fractured hip                               

From Sandy Huskey, for sister-in-law Judy who is starting chemo & radiation for a 

mass on her leg                                                                                                                

For Jon Anderson, chemo treatments                                                                              

For Sue Eade, recovering from surgery                                                                          

For Denise Zeroth, daughter of June Wiedle, inoperable brain cancer                           

For Swallow Family of Oak Lawn UMC, Don with Alzheimerôs; Marilyn in hospice 

For Jessy Windhorstôs, friend of the DeNormandie family, complications with 

pregnancy                                                                                                                        

For Debbie, Della Ehretôs daughter, dealing with multiple health concerns                     

For Debbie, Bev & Rich Carrielôs daughter, further health complications                                                            

For The Family of Stacy Percy who passed away, sister-in-law of Jean Polachek                                                

For Maynard Homerding, recuperating from a heart procedure                                                                             

For Infant Sydney, serious birth defect                                                                                                                   

For John Michael Parker, traveling to Sweden to study for a semester (6 months)                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

For Russell Borrowdale, brother of June Pentecost hospitalized                                                                            

For Mary Wolf-Doubek who has lung cancer requested by Kim Sjo                                                                     

For Joan Smith who has been hospitalized                                                                                                                     

For Dolly Bray, wife of Glenn Bray                                                                                                                     

From Betty Aspel, for Jack Fox who was injured in an auto accident, he is the son of her neighbor                                                                                  

For Lisa, co-worker of Genie and Kelly Lang, who has breast cancer                                                                   

For Sue Sullivan, friend of Charlene Meyer, who has been battling cancer                                                            

For Edna Barker, good friend of Gladys Bain, taking radiation for cancer                                                            

For Matthew, grandson of Phil & Dorothy Chandler, who had surgery at Northwestern Hospital                        

For Mary Lou Berryôs nephew, Eric Berry, who is in the neuro-trauma ICU at UIC Hospital                              

For Darlene DeWarôs friend, Elizabeth Baker, scheduled for medical tests                                                           

New Joys: 

JoAnne Laliotesô aunt, who is able to return home, Jan Shaulis, who received good news that her heart is cleared 

of any serious malfunction and Werner Steenvoorden has a new job! 

 

Please remember our shut-ins: 

Ray Bumba, John Cranston, Dorothy Davidson, Warren Hardt, Wallace and Jean Heinecke, 

Elaine Kunkel, Arlene Manring, Ione Olson, Alma Pinkston, Carolyn Reno, Martha 

Rojakovick, Pat Romanek, Tom Terlep, Ginny Thweatt, Chuck Von Borstel, and Phyllis 

Wallent. 

          Please keep in your prayers: 

          Rich Mawhinnie; June Wiedle; Angie DeWeese, niece of Doreen Wardell and Irma, friend of JoAnn 

Sharp. 
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